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Wishing you a Happy New Year!
January 2017

Sunday Service Times

8:00 a.m. - Sanctuary
10:00 a.m. - Sanctuary

10:00 a.m. - Family Life 
Center

11:30 a.m. - Sanctuary

Sunday School
9:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.

Children's Church
10:00 a/m/ amd 11:30 a.m.

Thursday Night Service

7:00 p.m. - Chapel



From the The Pastor's Desk   
For	  months	  I	  have	  been	  saying	  that	  the	  year	  2016	  will	  be	  a	  year	  we	  will	  never	  forget.	  Our	  country,	  our	  
community,	  and	  our	  church	  experienced	  some	  challenges	  that	  were	  truly	  unprecedented,	  unique	  and	  
unconscionable.	  However,	  the	  Lord	  fought	  our	  battles,	  provided	  our	  needs	  and	  blessed	  our	  efforts.	  	  

In	  2016,	  LOUMC	  was	  named	  in	  the	  top	  "25"	  fasting	  growing	  churches	  in	  the	  UMC	  denomination	  in	  the	  
United	  States	  by	  the	  Institute	  of	  Religion	  and	  Democracy.	  What	  an	  honor	  for	  LOUMC	  to	  be	  recognized	  
by	  such	  a	  distinguished	  organization.	  	  The	  sacriOicial	  efforts,	  generosity	  and	  involvement	  of	  the	  
membership	  and	  staff	  of	  LOUMC	  is	  truly	  a	  unique	  and	  remarkable	  blessing.

We	  also	  experienced	  a	  revitalization	  of	  The	  Valentine	  Banquet	  as	  love	  and	  laughter	  were	  experienced	  
by	  hundreds	  as	  our	  youth	  worked	  tirelessly	  to	  raise	  funds	  for	  summer	  trips,	  and	  opportunities	  where	  
they	  would	  	  experience	  God's	  grace	  and	  will	  for	  their	  lives	  in	  unique	  settings.	  

The	  Easter	  season	  in	  2016	  witnessed	  many	  new	  members	  as	  God	  continued	  to	  work	  in	  the	  hearts	  and	  
lives	  of	  men,	  women,	  boys	  and	  girls.	  	  We	  saw	  many	  of	  our	  youth	  make	  decisions	  for	  Jesus	  on	  
ConOirmation	  Sunday.	  	  What	  a	  joy	  it	  is	  to	  see	  our	  youth	  open	  their	  hearts	  to	  Jesus	  and	  to	  see	  many	  
others	  being	  baptized	  as	  followers	  of	  Jesus.	  

In	  June,	  we	  experienced	  another	  wonderful	  VBS	  with	  some	  record	  numbers	  and	  positive	  effect.	  The	  
youth	  trips	  were	  also	  very	  fruitful	  and	  a	  blessing	  for	  many.	  

In	  July	  our	  community	  experienced	  tragedy	  as	  news	  rang	  out	  that	  police	  ofOicers	  were	  killed	  on	  a	  
Sunday	  morning.	  The	  heartache	  we	  experienced,	  the	  sadness	  that	  we	  felt,	  and	  the	  pain	  we	  shared	  will	  
never	  be	  forgotten.	  

Then	  in	  August	  our	  community	  experienced	  	  "The	  Great	  Flood,"	  A	  natural	  disaster	  that	  many	  said	  
happens	  only	  in	  "a	  thousand	  years."	  There	  have	  been	  a	  plethora	  of	  articles	  written,	  stories	  shared	  and	  
experiences	  recorded	  of	  the	  tragedy	  and	  the	  heroism	  that	  many	  experienced	  on	  the	  morning	  of	  August	  
13,	  2016	  (and	  beyond).	  	  I	  will	  never	  forget	  the	  sacriOice,	  courage	  and	  service	  of	  our	  staff	  and	  
congregation	  for	  those	  days	  and	  weeks	  after	  the	  Olood.	  	  If	  ever	  a	  community	  of	  faith	  rose	  to	  the	  occasion	  
to	  help	  and	  bless	  as	  many	  as	  humanly	  possible,	  LOUMC	  demonstrated	  a	  dedication	  and	  devotion	  to	  the	  
people	  of	  this	  community	  and	  to	  the	  Savior	  who	  called	  us	  to	  be	  "salt	  and	  light."	  

Weeks	  after	  this	  event,	  our	  ofOice	  continues	  to	  receive	  calls	  and	  letters	  of	  gratitude	  for	  the	  blessing	  and	  
service	  given	  by	  LOUMC	  as	  this	  church	  continues	  to	  rebuild	  lives	  and	  families.	  

From	  September	  to	  December,	  homes,	  lives	  and	  families	  began	  to	  rebuild	  and	  restructure	  their	  lives.	  
Many	  had	  to	  relocate	  throughout	  the	  country	  in	  order	  to	  live	  and	  work.	  However	  with	  the	  advent	  of	  
	  "streaming	  live"	  many	  continued	  to	  stay	  in	  touch,	  and	  invest	  in	  the	  work	  and	  ministry	  of	  LOUMC.	  

LOUMC	  concluded	  the	  year	  on	  Christmas	  Eve	  and	  Christmas	  Day	  with	  record	  numbers	  as	  we	  witnessed	  
many	  returning	  and	  able	  to	  participate	  in	  the	  community	  of	  faith	  that	  we	  call	  LOUMC.

As	  you	  read	  this	  article,	  "2017"	  is	  now	  here	  with	  new	  resolutions,	  opportunities	  and	  challenges.	  One	  
thing	  I	  can	  know	  for	  certain	  is	  that	  our	  God	  has	  and	  will	  continue	  to	  bless	  us,	  work	  through	  us,	  and	  
carry	  us	  as	  we	  experience	  life	  with	  all	  the	  challenges,	  trials	  and	  opportunities	  that	  come	  with	  
this	  journey.	  

The	  question	  for	  all	  of	  us	  will	  continue	  to	  be,	  as	  we	  journey	  through	  life,	  are	  we	  running	  to	  God	  
or	  from	  him	  as	  we	  experience	  life	  and	  relationships.	  For	  those	  who	  run	  to	  him,	  blessings	  will	  
come,	  however,	  	  those	  who	  run	  from	  him,	  may	  miss	  the	  blessings	  and	  experience	  consequences	  
that	  are	  guaranteed	  to	  get	  our	  attention.	  
So	  join	  us	  in	  January	  2017	  as	  we	  proclaim	  the	  series	  "Running	  To	  or	  From	  God"	  in	  the	  new	  year.	  Thank	  
you	  for	  making	  2016	  a	  year	  of	  blessing	  in	  spite	  of	  all	  the	  challenges.	  	  

It	  is	  an	  honor	  to	  be	  your	  pastor	  and	  friend.

Hope	  to	  see	  you	  Sunday,
Mark



Tickets go on sale after 8:00 a.m. service 
on January 8, 2017

$27.50 per person (includes tax)
Dinner Shows

Friday, February 10th at 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, February 11th at 7:00 p.m.
Sunday, February 12th at 6:00 p.m.
Friday, February 17th at 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, February 18th at 7:00 p.m.

Free Show: Sunday, February 19th at 5:00 p.m. 
(Concessions Sold)

2017 Valentine Banquet                                                                                           

We are the people of His pasture 
and the sheep of His Hand.  

Psalm 95:7 



Nuggets	  from	  the	  Bible
1	  Corinthians	  16

Chapter	  16	  closes	  this	  epistle	  with	  Paul’s	  instructions	  for	  the	  
collection	  he	  will	  make	  for	  the	  saints	  in	  Jerusalem	  (16:1-‐4).	  	  
Here	  he	  lays	  out	  a	  method	  for	  Christian	  giving.	  	  	  They	  were	  to	  
put	  aside	  their	  differences	  as	  God	  had	  prospered	  them.	  	  Paul	  
didn’t	  want	  his	  meeting	  with	  them	  to	  be	  spoiled	  by	  high-‐

pressure	  methods.	  

Offering,	  or	  giving,	  is	  a	  part	  of	  worship.

In	  verses	  5-‐9,	  Paul	  discusses	  his	  personal	  plans.	  	  Verses	  10-‐24	  
deal	  with	  personalities,	  those	  who	  lived	  in	  Corinth	  

and	  lived	  for	  Christ.

Paul’s	  words	  in	  verses	  13	  and	  14	  were	  not	  only	  for	  believers	  in	  
his	  day	  in	  Corinth	  but	  just	  as	  important	  for	  believers	  in	  the	  
church	  today	  –	  “Watch,	  stand	  fast	  in	  the	  faith,	  be	  brave,	  be	  

strong.	  	  Let	  all	  that	  you	  do	  be	  done	  with	  love.”	  	  Watch	  means	  be	  
alert.	  	  In	  Matthew	  24:42,	  Jesus	  says,	  “Watch,	  therefore,	  for	  you	  
do	  not	  know	  what	  hour	  your	  Lord	  is	  coming.”	  	  In	  Philippians	  
1:27,	  Paul	  says,	  “…stand	  fast	  in	  one	  spirit,	  with	  one	  mind,	  

striving	  together	  for	  the	  faith	  of	  the	  gospel…”	  In	  Ephesians	  3:16	  
and	  6:10,	  he	  says,	  “be	  strong.”	  	  Thus,	  believers	  are	  to	  watch,	  
stand,	  trust	  in	  the	  faith,	  be	  brave,	  and	  be	  strong.	  	  So	  how	  are	  

these	  things	  developed?	  	  By	  growing	  in	  grace	  and	  knowledge	  of	  
God’s	  Word	  and	  maturing	  in	  the	  faith.	  	  Deception	  is	  

everywhere,	  sometimes	  very	  subtle.	  	  But	  to	  know	  the	  truth	  will	  
set	  us	  free	  from	  error	  and	  falsehood.

HAPPY NEW YEAR
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In His great mercy 

he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead.

1 Peter 1:3



ADDICTION RECOVERY

REFUGE…Thursdays at 7 PM in Room #1. In a rut? 
Come join us and learn how to move forward in Life 

Recovery!

ADULT EDUCATION

Sunday School classes at 9:00 and 10:00 AM

MEN'S MINISTRY

Sunday School Class at 9:00 AM in Room #8
Tuesdays at 6:30 PM…Deeper Life in Room #1

Thursdays at 7:00 PM…REFUGE Addiction Recovery
Thursdays at 6:00 PM…Play & Pray Basketball

Fridays at 5:30 AM…Iron Man Study in Room #21
Every second Saturday…Prayer Breakfast…7:30 AM

Quarterly Men’s Steak Dinner Fellowship
Men’s Conference in NOLA…April 29…The Main Event

GridIron Men’s Conference in Birmingham, 
June 16-17

WOMEN’S MINISTRY

Mondays at 6:30 PM…ENTRUSTED study…Chapel
Tuesdays at 6:30 PM…Deeper Life…in Room #10

Thursdays at 7:00 PM…REFUGE Addiction Recovery
Beth Moore Conference…June 23-24…River Center



This past August was an especially difficult time for many in our community, but 
in the true spirit of South Louisiana, people have pulled together to help heal and 
rebuild. As people have come together and God has provided, Live Oak United 
Methodist Church was able to play a critical role throughout the flooding and 
recovery. Our church opened its doors as a shelter to accommodate people 
evacuating to escape the rising flood waters to over 500 people and 75 pets. 

Through astonishing generosity and great effort from our congregation, we 
received, unloaded, and distributed ten 18 wheel tractor trailers full of supplies 
donated from around the nation! We served an average of 150 families a day for 
several weeks after the flood. Live Oak even had the honor of partnering with Jon 
Bridgers and the Cajun Navy to send trailer loads of desperately needed supplies 
to the Maurepas and Head of Island areas. LOUMC served over 20,000 free hot 
meals and distributed a staggering 100,000 bottles of water! We directly aided 
108 families with gutting and debris cleanup through local and out of state 
volunteer work teams. One team of LOUMC teenagers worked 15 out of 18 days 
after the flood. 

The selfless and tireless effort from countless volunteers proved to be the 
game changer. A saying emerged in the early days of the crisis: “Louisiana is full 
of two kinds of people. Wet people, and dry people. Dry people help wet 
people.” This was never truer as the LOUMC family contributed over 22,000 
hours of volunteer hours.

Word of the work being done at LOUMC spread to Lt. Gov. Billy Nungesser, 
and followed with a visit from him to observe and encourage us in our efforts. 
The efforts of LOUMC were recognized by the leaders of our state and impressed 
Lt. Gov. Nungesser as he identified us as a place where people could confidently 
donate in order to directly help the community. This visit opened the door for an 
incredible opportunity when a private donor approached Lt. Gov. Nungesser with 
a significant monetary donation. The Lt. Gov. connected them with LOUMC, and 
we are blessed to report that we have awarded 72 grants to assist flooded 
families. That means that we were able to support 72 uniquely different LOUMC 
families as they recover. 72 of our neighbors being loved, as Jesus commanded. 
We all know that when one part of our church family hurts, we all hurt. As one 
family strives to recover, the entire LOUMC strives with them. 

Thank you so much for your continued support for LOUMC. The mission of 
Live Oak is to help every person to establish a firm foundation of faith, embrace 
their true identity in Christ, and engage in His story.  We believe that you are an 
important part of our church family, and play an integral role in accomplishing 
our mission.

Jump and Vocal Point (Student Ministry)



Our College & Young Adults ministry is taking 20 
students to Passion Conference in Atlanta, GA, Jan. 
2nd - 4th.  They'll hear powerful teaching from Louie 
Giglio, Francis Chan, Beth Moore, Christine Caine, 
and others.  They'll also participate in engaging, 
relevant worship led by Chris Tomlin, Crowder, 
Kristian Stanfill, Hillsong United, and others!  Please 
be in prayer for them for safe travels and for them to 
grow deeper in their relationship with Christ through 
this event.

Did you know ?
Our quilters, as their latest ministry project, made 100 quilts 
and brought them to needy children in our area! 

Let's give the quilters a big "thank you" for their hard work!



In Honor Of:
Catherine Smith on her birthday:  Mona J. May

In Memory of:
December 4, 2016

Lawrence Valentine:  Ann Lea

Noma Impson:  Ann Lea

Cedo &  Doris Jolibois:  Barney & Barbara Crist

Rowena Phillips:  Alan & Rhonea Brown

December 11, 2016

Mabel & "Buster" Facundus:  Mona J. May
December 18th
Our Children:  M/M Alan Brown
Mary & Obie Philpot:  Roseanne, Ralph, Richie & Grabriel Philpot
Mary Stevens:  M/M Bob Molcany


